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What's the number of American high school
students who drop out of school, every day,

bored, frustrated, or so far behind that they’ve
given up?

6,000
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What's the number that remain in school each
year, assuming that they are on target to

graduate from high school ready for college
and career when indeed they are not?

1 Million
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We used to lead the world in high school
graduation rates; we are now...

16th
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How much money Is spent on remedial
courses at community colleges alone?

$1.4 Billion
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46,658 graduates took the ACT.
67 percent of graduates took the ACT.

26,319 10th grade students took PLAN®

6,826 8th grade students took EXPLORE®

The greatest gain in ACT Composite score in 2009 vs.
2008 was achieved by American Indian students,
with a 0.3 score gain.

Wisconsin’'s ACT Composite score remained unchanged
at 22.3, compared to the class of 2008.
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Average ACT scores, 2009
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Five-year trends show the extent to which student performancs has changed and
whether more students in your stzte are getting the access and opportunity they
need.

Trends in student performance in Wisconsin
ACT Compasite scores, Z005-09
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Through collaborative research with postsecondary institutions nationwide
ACT has established the following College Readiness Benchmark Scores:

ACT Subject College Course(s) College Readiness

Area Test Benchmark Score

English English Composition 18
Math Algebra 22
Reading Social Sciences 21

Science Biology 24

A benchmark score is the minimum score needed on an ACT subject area
test to indicate a 50% chance of obtaining a B or higher or about a 75%
chance of obtaining a C or higher in the corresponding credit-bearing
college courses.
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More students need to be ready for college-level
courses

Percentage of 2009 ACT-tested graduates meeting College Readiness Benchmarks
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Core Curriculum

ACT defines the high school core curriculum as at least
four years of English and at least three years each of
mathematics, social studies, and natural sciences
(4-3-3-3).

Many course options and seguences are possible, but the
key is whether the courses are based on rigorous
standards that prepare students for success after high
school, whether students enter college or workforce
training programs.
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Core Curriculum

ACT research validates that students who take a core
curriculum in high school are more likely to meet the
College Readiness Benchmarks and, as a result, are more
likely to:

Persist to a second year at the same postsecondary
Institution

Earn a B or higher in first-year college courses
Earn a first-year college GPA of 2.5 or higher
Progress toward a college degree

Complete a college degree
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Students who take a core curriculum, or more,
perform better than students who do not

Average scores of your /009 AC [-tested graduates who took a core curriculum and
those who did not

23.0 23.4 23.5

20.9 1.7 o 21.4 20.4 11.2 11.4
) 18.9 18.8

16.6
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More than 250 fields of data provide a complete
student profile

Personal/Demographic
Admissions/Recruitment

ACT Scores, Norms, and Prediction Research
High School Courses and Grades
Educational Plans, Interests, and Needs
Activities and Accomplishments
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SIDE 2 CAREER OPTIONS (For Student Use)
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http://www.act.org/aap/infosys/report/index.html




ACT

FIFTY YEARS 19522009




ACT

FIFTY YEARS 19522009

Provides additional information on incoming first yea
students

Gives institutions a much clearer idea of the profile of
their freshman class

Provides national and local norm data

Breaks down class by scores, GPA, choice, majors,
course sequence, etc
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Provides institutions with a clearer view of the profil€
of those students who stay, and those who choose to
withdraw/transfer

Breaks down students compared to national/local

norms, scores, GPA, course seguence, major, choice,
etc.
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Provides colleges/universities with probability of
success data on students based on the institution’s

prior enrolled student performance in a select number
of classes

Provides colleges/universities with probability of
success data on students based on the institution’s
prior enrolled student performance in a select number
of schools within a college/university. (i.e. School of

Engineering, College of Arts and Sciences, School of
Nursing, etc.)
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The Forgotten Middle:
Ensuring that All Students Are on Target for Colleg e and
Career Readiness before High School

Most U.S. eighth graders aren’t on target to be ready for college
and career by high school graduation.
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Making the Dream a Reality:
Action Steps for States To Prepare All Students for College
and Career

Six actions steps that, if adopted by states, will create the policy
framework that will ensure that any American student who earns
a high school diploma truly is prepared for college and career.
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The Role of Nonacademic Factors
iIn College Readiness and Success

In addition to academic factors, nonacademic factors can
influence student performance and persistence in college.
Effective use of nonacademic student information can support

student academic achievement.




ACT

FIFTY YEARS 19522009

What We Know about College Success:
Using ACT Data to Inform Educational Issues

If students are ready for college, dropout rates and the costs of
remediation are reduced and more students persist in and
graduate from college. ACT research related to college
readiness and college success is rich and extensive, and offers
Insights about the impact of readiness on college success.
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The Economic Benefits of Academic and Career
Preparation

Students should start career planning as early as middle school
by learning about their interests and their academic strengths
and weaknesses as they begin to consider postsecondary and
career options. The results of this study provide a financial
rationale by finding that those students who engage in such
long-term planning are more likely to earn higher long-term
salaries after college graduation.
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ACT National Curriculum Survey 2005-2006

This study points to a gap between what high schools are

teaching students in their core college preparatory courses and
what colleges want incoming students to know. The 2009 study

IS complete and the Survey will be released soon.
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ACT is committed to providing ongoing training and technical
support so that you can get the most from your COMPASS
system:

- state/regional workshops by ACT staff

- 24/7 ACT Technical Help Desk Support

- Webcast seminars

- E-mail message and news service
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Contact Information

tim.osborn@act.org

http://www.act.org




Thank You!



